
June 2020

From the President

Growing up in the 
North Carolina 
Sandhills, 
Sunday 
afternoons were 
spent with my 
Dad. The 
summer of my 
second-grade 
year, my parents 
got a divorce, and 
my custodial
parent became 
my Mom. A man 
of limited means,
Dad entertained 
me those Sunday 
afternoons fishing 
on the creek 
bank, wandering 

through flea markets searching for treasures, 
and other such excursions. During those times 
together, my father imparted to me pearls of 
wisdom strung together Sunday to Sunday.

During the summer of my 12th year, he taught 
me to drive. Near my father’s house, there was 
an old tobacco farm laden with acres upon acres 
of fields linked by sandy, unpaved roads. 
Turning from the main road, my father faced me 

June 25, 2020 11:30 a.m - 1:00 p.m.
Virtual Lunch Ladders (Members Only)
Register Now

June 30, 2020 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Virtual Before Hours Tour of Trade 
West hosted by Trinity Partners
Register Now

November 19, 2020
CREW Charlotte's 30th Anniversary 
Gala and Impact Awards

Silvia Balan
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and said, Soodie, today you’re going to learn to
drive. Pulling over, he put the old Chevy truck in 
neutral, set the brake, and began to instruct. I 
had watched my father switch the gear lever on 
the steering column. I had even sat up on his lap 
at times and felt the gears slip one to the next as 
I steered the old Chevy down the nearly 
abandoned side roads. Now I was to sit alone in 
the driver seat, working right foot back-and-forth 
between gas and brake, gas and brake, my left 
foot charged with commandeering the clutch. My 
excitement and anxiety blended together in that 
moment and left a wet mustache on my upper 
lip. We tried it out, just a little way down that dirt 
road, Dad’s old Chevy bucking and stalling like a 
spirited colt, my arms and legs flailing without 
purpose about my body. In time, I had it going, 
and the transition between gears became 
smoother. Stall-outs became more infrequent. 
Cruising along down that little farm lane, I felt a 
sense of freedom and pride.

Then came the real test. Farther down the road, 
Dad explained, we would run into some rougher 
road. Ruts in those old farm roads were always 
filled in with sand, commonplace in this region. It 
would take some degree of technique to 
navigate them. For a time, I would feel out of 
control, he said, but I must, under no 
circumstances, panic and stop. Up ahead I could 
see the first sandpit approaching. My now 
sweaty palms gripped the steering wheel like a 
vice. My front tires traversed in, and just as the 
tension began to ascend, my back tires fishtailed 
first right and then left. Sheer terror set in, and 
my right leg willed itself from gas to break. I 
came to a dead stop, but not before miring up 
my back tires in sand.

It took my father considerable brawn and brain 
to get us out of that sandpit. But he was patient 
and never stopped instructing. My next attempt 
would deliver me to the other side.

With all that is going on in our world right now, it
occurs to me that life itself is a lot like that
driving lesson. Along the way, there will be sand 
pits, treacherous curves, even stall outs. But at 
each juncture, we are called on to rely upon our 
resources to navigate to the other side. It is at 
these times I hear my father‘s voice encouraging 
me. Don’t panic. Don’t stop. Drive straight 
through that sandpit. There is smooth road on 
the other side.

Stay strong, my friends. Lean in to the feelings 
that accompany these uncertain times. Lean on 
others. If CREW Charlotte can support you in a 

NewSouth Properties

Erin Miller
CBRE

Emily Shiels
Kimley-Horn

Mike Shultz
Keller Williams Commercial

Rachel Temple
Alston & Bird

Meghan Tucker
Savills

Kristin Washam
Elliott Davis

Shelley Federal
Lat Purser & Associates

Anne Vulcano
Cushman & Wakefield

Please contact Patty Drummond with 
your career updates.

Amber Westerduin
McMillan, PLLC
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way that we have not, tell us. Share and listen. 
We are not all experiencing these challenging 
times in the same way.  But we are all 
experiencing them. This is when the connections 
we have with each other really matter.

“When the world is so complicated, the 
simple gift of friendship is within all of our 
hands.” – Maria Shriver

Highlights 

DID YOU KNOW?

CREW Network isn’t 
just CREWBiz,
Conventions and the Foundation…although 
those may be the parts of CREW Network that 
you hear the most about….

There is also a means for connection with those 
serving you through their service to CREW 
Network. Use this link to learn more about your 
Network Leadership Team.  You may find the
answers to these FAQs useful as you expand 
your involvement with CREW Network.

Membership is now
being offered at a 
special mid-year
rate.  This rate will 

cover membership from July 1, 2019 -
December 31, 2019. For more information or to 
apply, please click here.

Do you have any news to share with us about 
you or your company? Have you won an award?
Would you like us to nominate you for one? If 

Sophie Wiley
PMC Commercial Interiors

Click here to read the member 
spotlights.

Sallie Jarosz
Thank you to Marie McLucas for closing 
business with NewDominion Bank. We 
value the partnership and look forward to 
closing more business in the near future!

Click here for more deals.

Property Manager - Flagship 
Healthcare Properties

Click here for more job opportunities.

North Carolina Limits Commercial 
and Residential     Evictions and Other 
Lease Remedies

Click here for more announcements.

Thank you to our 
sponsors
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so, please contact Patty Drummond with your
information.

May Virtual Luncheon - The 
Culture of Equality in the 
Workplace

Presented by 
Caroline
Dudley, 
Managing 
Director of 
North 
American
Recruiting for 
Accenture, our 
May virtual

luncheon was based on recent Accenture
research, The Hidden Value of Culture Makers. 

Click here to read a summary of the luncheon.

June Virtual Luncheon -
 Circular Charlotte

Our virtual 
June luncheon 
presented by 
Amy 
Aussieker, 
Envision
Charlotte 
Executive 
Director, 
highlighted

Charlotte as the first in the US to take on the
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challenge to become a circular city.

Click here to read a summary of the luncheon.

Thank You to Our 
June Luncheon Sponsors

Alston & Bird’s
commercial real 
estate lending team 

handles all aspects (loan and property level) of 
lending transactions, including agency, conduit, 
portfolio, construction, equipment, and repo 
financing, as well as mortgage and mezzanine 
financing, in a multitude of asset classes (retail, 
office, MHC, self-storage, condominiums, hotels, 
and ground leases).

Since 1989, JE
Dunn 
Construction's Char
lotte office has had 
the privilege of 
building a wide range of project types--from 
high-rise buildings that shape the skyline 
Uptown to highly specialized healthcare facilities 
that can make the difference of life or death for
some. 

Lincoln Harris, 
together with Lincoln
Property Company, 
provides clients with 
a national platform 
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and unparalleled 
institutional resources, including commercial real 
estate development, investment and property
management.

SAF Technologies, 
Inc. is rapidly 
emerging as a 
regional leader in 
electronic security 
integration; meeting the industry's ever changing 
need for fire, security, and surveillance
solutions. 

Click here for the complete sponsor spotlights.

Connect With Us
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CREW Charlotte · PO Box 36692 · Charlotte, NC 28236 · USA
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